
The Minutes of the meeting of  
BILLESDON PARISH COUNCIL 

held at 8.00 pm on Monday 23rd January 2017  
in the Chapel room, Billesdon 

 
In attendance were all Parish Councillors, County Councillor Dr Kevin Feltham and the Parish Clerk, 
Stephen Butt. 
 
The members of Billesdon Parish Council are: Paul Collins (Chair), Simon Ford, Peter Francis, 
Catherine McLaren, Nick Sedgwick and Roger Thrift. 

 

 
1 Public Forum No members of the public were present. 

2 Procedural i Apologies for absence 
No apologies were received as all members of Council were 
present. 

iii Declarations of Interest 
No declarations were made. 

iii Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting of Monday 12th December 2016 were 
accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

3 Matters Arising There were no matters arising which were not to be addressed under 
subsequent agenda items. 

4 Correspondence The Clerk drew councillors’ attention to planned LCC road patching 
work in Rolleston Road on 7/8 February which would mean a 
diversion through the village.  He also noted the present LCC Traffic 
Sensitive Roads consultation regarding powers to control when 
utilities undertake work on busy roads including the A47 and B6047. 

5 Village Telephone Box Cllr Sedgwick reported that contact had been made with the 
Heartbeat Trust.  The Council will await their suggestions making use 
of the box. 

6 Village Twinning No further progress or discussion had taken place. The Council felt 
that it should wait for the Billesdon community to demonstrate their 
support and to offer proposals. 

7 747 Bus service The Chairman noted that the continuation of the 747 bus service was 
a short-term reprieve as no finance was available to support it.  The 
Chairman would maintain contact with the other Parish Councils along 
the route. 



8 Reports i Planning Advisory Group 
Cllr Ford reported that news was awaited on commencement of 
work by Hazelton Homes on the former White Hart Garage site.  
He also drew councillors’ attention to the enforcement notice 
recently issued for an untidy land at No 6 Gaulby Road. 

iii Coplow Centre 
Cllr Francis reported that the Centre was thriving. The New Year 
Ball had been well-received and made a profit.  Other events are 
being well-supported. 

iii Play Area 
Nothing to report. The cleaning of the surface to remove moss 
would be discussed at next month’s meeting. 

iv Wildlife Area 
A discussion about the Tree House project led to a proposal that 
the project leader’s generous contribution of time and money be 
recognised by the Council.  It was resolved to send a letter of 
thanks together with a gift of £250 (from the Council’ Village, 
upkeep and improvement reserve). 
 
An offer of free saplings by a local commercial nursery was to be 
referred to the Tree Warden. The area in front of the Coplow 
Centre was suggested as a site which would benefit from tree 
planting. 

v Neighbourhood Watch 
Nothing to report. 

vi Joint Burials Committee 
Cllr Ford referred to a discussion at the preceding Joint Burials 
Committee meeting about the unkempt state of the seat and 
litter bin near the Coplow Centre. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would enquire whether Harborough District Council would 
remove these items free of charge, and that the Clerk should 
provide costings and examples of replacements for consideration 
at the next meeting. 

9 Finance The Clerk reported that the transfer of the management of the bank 
accounts from the previous clerk was still in progress and that he 
would be visiting the bank to sign relevant papers.  Two payments 
were due and approved: 
 
001271 – Harborough District Council – Bins and mowing - £358.79 
001272 – Paul Collins – Expenses inc gift to previous clerk - £61.85 
 
The Council’s bank balance stands at £35,328.21 of which £13,976.21 
is unallocated. 



10 County and District 
Councillors News 

County Cllr Dr Kevin Feltham gave an update on the County Council’s 
financial position, discussions with Government about fairer funding 
and the setting of the precept for 2017/18 at the maximum permitted 
before capping.  He also reported that the Government had provided 
an additional £8.6million for repairing potholes in roads. 

11 Date of next meeting To be held on Monday 6th March 2017 

 
The Meeting closed at 9.03pm. 


